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Introduction

The 8" International Balkan School will take place on July 3™ - 12'™ 2012 at the
foothills of the Rila mountains, at the Bachinovo Conference Center of the South-
Western University ”“Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria.

The International Balkan School on Nuclear Physics is organized biannually in even
years since 1998. It is hosted in turn by different Balkan countries. Previous schools
took place in Istanbul, Turkey (1998), Bodrum, Turkey (2000), Thessaloniki, Greece
(2002), Bodrum, Turkey (2004), Brasov, Romania (2006), Troyan, Bulgaria (2008)
and Adrasan, Turkey (2010).

The 8™ Balkan School is organized by the Union of the Physicists in Bulgaria, jointly
with CERN and the South-Western University “Neofit Rilski”. A large fraction of its
programme is intended to focus on modern aspects of nuclear physics which are
investigated at CERN, e.g. nuclear structure and astrophysics studies done at
ISOLDE, neutron physics research related to n-TOF, and phase transitions in nuclear
matter related to ALICE and structure of hadrons at COMPASS. The goal of the
school is to provide the attendees with a much broader view on cutting-edge
research in nuclear physics, and, therefore, the programme covers also other topics.

The school aims at bringing together Ph.D. students and young researchers with
prominent senior scientists in the field who lecture on some of the hottest topics of
contemporary nuclear physics research. The Balkan school targets students and
young researchers from south-eastern Europe, but it is open for attendees from all
over the world.

Calendar and Details
School | Tue3.7.12 | Wed —Fri Sat Sun Mon — Wed Thu
schedule 4-6.7.12 | 7.7.12 8.7.12 9-11.7.12 12.7.12
morning | arrival day | lectures | lectures | free day lectures departure
afternoon lectures free excursion lectures day
evening | welcome | seminars time school seminars
party posters dinner posters




Mark in your calendar the period July 3-12", 2012, when the South-Western
University in Blagoevgrad will welcome the students of the 8" International Balkan
School on Nuclear Physics. The duration of the school is ten days, starting on
Tuesday evening with a Welcome Party and finishing Wednesday afternoon next
week, with Saturday afternoon and Sunday as free days. Tuesday, July 3" 2012 is
arrival day and Thursday, July 12" 2012 is departure day.

The curriculum of the school consists of about 46 lecture hours (45 minutes), six
invited seminars (30 minutes) of young researchers originating from the region and
25-30 students’ talks (15 minutes), which makes in total 45 auditorium hours. All
participants are accommodated in the same place, which provides plenty of
opportunities for informal discussions between lecturers and students. A poster
session will be organized, such that all participants at the school can present their
research. The best three posters will be selected for oral presentation.

The attendance at the school is expected to be around 120 people. The Bachinovo
Conference Centre provides accommodation in single or double rooms. Limited
number of rooms is also available in the near-by hotel Park Bachinovo.
Accommodation is also possible in the city of Blagoevgrad, which is 3 km away
from the conference cite. Blagoevgrad, a city of 74,000 people, the home of two
universities (the Neofit Rilski South-Western University and the American
University in Bulgaria), is located 110 km south of Sofia, and can be reached easily
from the Sofia Airport. Details about the school fee, the accommodation and the
transportation will appear at the School web site

Limited scholarship funds will be available to support some participants from the
Balkan countries.

Updated information and online applications will be available at the school web
site: https://www.phys.uni-sofia.bg/~balkan8/, which is open for pre-registration.

The deadline for applications and reference letters is April 30", 2012.
The deadline for abstracts from student is May 31*, 2012
Notification for oral presentations will be done by June 15™, 2012
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